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Britain has a long and interesting L
history. A
A long time ago, the Romans came to
Britain.
They built towns, roads, and big After the Romans left, other N .
like the Anglo-Saxons and the '
Vikings. 5
They fought for land and power. N\




In 1066, a man called William
the Conqueror came from
France.

He won a big battle and
became the king of England.
This was the start of a new
time in British history.

Many years later, in the 1500s,
King Henry VIll became
famous.

He had six wives and started a
new church.

His daughter, Queen Elizabeth
|, was a strong and smart
queen.



In the 1700s and 1800s, Britain became very
rich and powerful.

It had many colonies around the world.
This time is called the British Empire.

During this time, many machines were
invented, and people started working in
factories.

T This is called the Industrial Revolution.
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IRELAND

Ireland is an island in the west of Europe.
A long time ago, Celtic people lived in Ireland.
They had their own language and culture.

They built round houses and stone monuments like Newgrange.



In the year 432, a man called Saint Patrick
came to Ireland.

He taught people about Christianity.
Today, he Is the most famous saint in
Ireland.

Every year, people celebrate St. Patrick’s
Day on March 17.

Later, Vikings came to Ireland from
Scandinavia.

They built towns like Dublin. After
the Vikings, the Normans came from
England.

They took control of many parts of
Ireland.




For many years, England ruled Ireland.

Irish people were not happy, and there were many
fights and problems.

In the 1800s, a terrible event called the Great Famine
happened.

\ 4 Many people had no food, and over a million people
died.

| .. Many others moved to other countries, like the United
L e O R SN s States.
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In the early 1900s, Irish people wanted
independence from Britain.
In 1916, there was a big event called the
Easter Rising.
After that, there was a war.
In 1921, most of Ireland became
independent.
This new country is now called the Republic
’ of Ireland.

But part of the island, called Northern Ireland,
stayed in the United Kingdom.
For many years, there was conflict in Northern
Ireland.
This period was called The Troubles.
It ended in 1998 with a peace agreement called
the Good Friday Agreement.



Today, Ireland is a peaceful and modern
country.

It is a member of the European Union.
People speak English and Irish.

Irish music, dance, and stories are known
around the world.
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